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Front cover photo: Congratulations Leland Devon
Melvin, Francis Gary Powers (Francis Gary Powers, Jr
pictured) & Randall P. Burdette. The Virginia Aviation
Hall of Fame Banquet was a huge success. Thank you to
everyone who came out to enjoy the evening with us.

Contact the VAHS:
Mailing Address: VAHS
PO Box 7795, Fredericksburg, VA 22404-7795
Email us:
vahsonline@gmail.com
Telephone: (540) 376-3265
Visit us on the Web at
VirginiaAviationHistory.org
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HEADQUARTERS CHATTER
Hello, friends! As I sit down to write, we are approaching the Thanksgiving and
Christmas season. Another year has nearly passed us by! We just finished our
2021 Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, and it was a great
event! I am thinking about 2022 and wondering what it has in store for us.
I am convinced that it will be a year of progress, and I look forward to where
we will be next year at this time!
As I contemplate the season ahead, my mind echoes the word, “maintenance”.
Previously, we’ve mulled over “emergency procedures” and the concept of “First,
fly the aircraft!”. I have been considering how, without maintenance, you can keep
a plane in the air! If you know that routine maintenance hasn’t been performed on an
airliner, do you really want to step on when they call your boarding group? In preparation for our
coming “scheduled flights”, VAHS will be performing some “routine maintenance” in the coming
season.
The Board is reviewing our By-Laws and updating some aspects to bring them in line with our current
reality. We are looking at our archives and asking some serious questions about how we can maintain
them and make them more accessible. We are considering our day-to-day activities and deciding how
to become better at what we do. We are working to recruit new members, and retain the ones we have.
We are also reviewing our finances and fundraising. All of this is required to remain healthy and
provide excellent services to our community!
Do you have skills that might benefit the Society, but have never really taken an active role? We would
love to hear from you! I often say that we exist because of generous donors. That holds true for
donations of time and skill as well as money! If you think your skills could benefit the Society, please
let us know and we will see if we can find a suitable match for your skills and the greater needs of
VAHS!
As always, I remind you…we are only as strong as our member base! YOU are our greatest resource!
Lean in with us and let’s do this!
Think about it. Are there ways you might be able to serve the Society right where you are?
Together, let’s look to new possibilities in 2022!! Reach out if you have a skill you would like to
leverage for the good of the Society. We will help you discover a fruitful avenue to engage with
us.
Our Vision: “We will be the premiere association respected for inspirational programs in preservation,
education and appreciation of Virginia air and space history for current and future generations.”
As we focus on “Routine Maintenance” for a season, please remember – It is the generous support of
our members that “maintains” our healthy existence. Please consider making a tax-deductible
sustaining gift to the Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society today! You can make a
difference!
Greg Fletcher
President
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Chapter News
Warrenton Chapter

Fredericksburg Chapter

Contact:
Dave Darrah, Airport Enterprise Director
PO BOX 198, Midland, VA 22728
Ph: (540)422-8283
Email: dkdarrah@comcast.net

Contact:
Don Serio, Chapter Coordinator
3381 Shannon Airport Cir, Fredericksburg, VA 22408
Ph: (540)376-3265
Email: vahsonline@gmail.com

Williamsburg “Eagles” Chapter

Northern Neck/Middle Peninsula
Contact:
George Galo
P.O. Box 545, Lancaster, VA 22503
Ph: (804)456-2211
Email: galoga205@gmail.com

Contact:
Terry Riley
3599 Splitwood, Toano, VA 23168
Ph: (757)250-3315
Email: triley02@aol.com

Nancy Miller
PO Box 62, Mathews, VA, 23109
Ph: (804)725-7601
Email: nancy.miller99x@gmail.com

Richmond Chapter
Contact:
Tim Donnellan, Coordinator
Ph: (804)640-0238
Email: Tim.Donnellan@verizon.net

Contact your local chapter to find out when the next meeting is scheduled.

VAHS FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
The 2021 Annual Fund Campaign is under way and we want to give special recognition to those who
have already started to help us reach this year’s goal of $35,000. Every dollar is appreciated! Help the
VAHS in preserving Virginia’s Aviation History to inspire and capture the imagination by connecting
people with the story of air and space in Virginia.
The annual fund donation provides an opportunity to give special recognition in the “Virginia
Eagles” newsletter for those gifts of $100 or more. Corporate matching gifts count toward your total
annual contribution.

Donations over $100 in 2021:

Thank you to these folks who donated over $100: William Jones, Gene Mapes. Phillip Stubbs, Evelyn Marshall,
Morgan Massey, Charles Duckworth, Gen Jack Dailey, Troy Arnold, Jay Ipson, Troy Marshall, Norman Crabill,
Ira Grinnan, Col Paul Lilly, Scott Kennethy, Ray Tyson, Tom Woodburn, Jamie Barnhardt, Joseph Parker, John
Ficklen, Cary Broadway, Ron Gatewood, Bill Williams, Patricia Holt, M.C. Mumma, Joanna Reynolds, Chuck &
Vicki Tippett, Dick Genaille, Andy Ozols, Tom Silbersiepe, Van Crosby, Mike Kenna, Willard Bishcoff, Frank &
Alice Lennon, Ray Meade, Terry Riley, Capt. Charles Smith, Jr, Ron Smith, Charles Williams Jr, John Corradi,
Joanna Reynolds, Bud Oakey, Nancy Miller
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Nancy Miller, Northern Neck-Middle Peninsula Chapter - Autumn 2021
In July, August and September of 2021 the NN-MP Chapter hosted recorded presentations on Igor Sikorsky, The
Great Electric Airplane Race, and artist/aviator/photographer Gordon Campbell’s beautiful low and slow
aerial photos of the Chesapeake Bay’s wetlands, shorelines and the water-based commerce and small
towns of our region*. These recorded programs helped us cautiously resume our meetings after a very
long Covid-19 suspension.
In our previous NN-MP Chapter report I expressed the hope that Al Carpenter, a local, living national aviation
treasure (read on) might be a speaker at a future Chapter meeting. Well, wishes do sometimes come true!
On October 21, 2021, aviator and Mathews County resident Al Carpenter joined us in person to present just one
compelling portion of his lifetime in aviation; a lifetime which has spanned decades in military, combat and
community service in civilian flight (military time including 2,315 days as a POW in Vietnam). Al’s
presentation filled the room, drawing the largest number of attendees that the Chapter has seen in several
years. The following paragraph gives a little more detail about that demanding chapter in Al’s life which was the
subject of his talk, and only hints at Al’s broader spectrum of an aviator’s life experience. For more information
readers can use the link provided at the end of Al’s profile, below.
Al Carpenter "...began flying combat missions in the A-4 [Skyhawk] with VA-72 from the USS Independence
in 1965 and the USS Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1966. ...[F]orced to eject on August 21, 1966 after taking heavy battle
damage and making it back to the vicinity of the carrier... he was rescued by the ship's helicopter and went back
on flying status. Carpenter was shot down again over North Vietnam on November 1, 1966, while flying his 135th
combat mission, and was taken as a Prisoner of War by the North Vietnamese for the next 2,315 days. After
his release during Operation Homecoming on March 4, 1973, and hospitalization for 4 months afterward,
Carpenter went back on flying status as an instrument flight instructor with VF-43 at NAS Oceana. This was
followed by a tour in the College Degree Program at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia, and his
retirement from the Navy on December 31, 1978. Since his retirement, Allan has amassed almost 4,000 flying
hours in ultralight and experimental aircraft. Al married Carolyn Malone in 1957 and they have 4
children." [Source: Veteran Tributes, http://www.veterantributes.org/TributeDetail.php?recordID=43]
On Thursday, November 18, 2021, the Chapter hosted an in-person presentation by James “Jim” Ruliffson,
Fighter Pilot and TOPGUN Instructor (Navy Fighter Weapons School).
2019 marked the 50th anniversary of the Navy Fighter Weapons School, an advanced training program
better known as Topgun, which dramatically increased the shootdowns by Navy aviators during the Vietnam
War. The first four pilots invited to join Topgun as instructors included James “Jim” Ruliffson. Program
Founder and Author Dan Pedersen (“Top Gun, An American Story”) describes him this way:
“Jim Ruliffson probably put out more pure intellectual wattage than any of us. No one understood the
Phantom’s electronic and avionics systems better than he did. With his superb technical mind and training
in electrical engineering, Ruliffson was a natural to spearhead our effort to master the Sidewinder and
Sparrow missiles. In the subtle differences in performance between these high-tech weapons, not to mention
the optimal parameters of their use, was the critical margin between life and death. “Cobra” Ruliffson
distinguished himself with his superb gift for teaching this complex material to aircrews.”
Upon completion of his tour at TOPGUN, Ruliffson made his third combat deployment, then completed training
at the Naval Test Pilot School before returning to TOPGUN as Commanding Officer in 1975.
Jim’s presentation moved quickly and was filled with stories and some humorous anecdotes that illuminated
the rare world of a TOPGUN pilot’s experience. The large audience asked many questions and beamed
their appreciation at the close of the presentation.
While the Chapter does not hold meetings in December, plans for 2022 begin with the popular “Show and Tell”
session held each year in January, where attendees bring aeronautical possessions and their favorite
flying memorabilia to share with the group. Beyond that, preliminary contacts have been made with an
innovative AirCam builder, and a presentation of local UAS (unmanned aircraft systems) applications. Other
potential topics include a recent Reno Air Race winner’s story and the racing modifications made to a
Lancair Legacy, and a presentation about a beloved local “Ghost” airport now fading into history but alive
and well in many local memories. As dates and details are confirmed, advance information on each month’s
meetings and topics will be posted at the VAHS website and sent directly to all on the NN-MP Chapter’s e-list.
*Gordon Campbell has enthusiastically accepted our invitation to provide a follow-up in-person presentation at
a NN-MP Chapter meeting in the Spring of 2022, with the exact date to be mutually determined.
Watch for an advance notice at the VAHS website.
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Virginia Aviation History is calling... YOU!
Save by renewing early. It is a great time to purchase gift memberships for Christmas. As a
member of VAHS you will get the Eagles newsletter quarterly and have benefits to attend all
events at a discount, and have other discounts from our partners, including other aviation
museums throughout the country.
You can mail, e-mail, call the office 540-376-3265 or go to our website and pay online.

TO MAIL, PLEASE USE THE FORM BELOW:
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THE 2021 VIRGINIA AVIATION HALL
OF FAME RECEPTION & DINNER

It was great to see friends, alumni, family members and inductees, past & present, come together
after so much time apart. Thank you all for making this event even more awesome and creating
great memories for the future.
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Photos by: Paul Sullivan, Andrew Crider, Linda Burdette & Kim Stevens

Gone West: Charles A. Kulp, Sr.
Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame Inductee 1997
On Sunday, October 17, 2021, Charles A. Kulp, Sr, a.k.a Charlie Kulp the Flying Farmer, went to that
big airshow in the sky at the age of 96, after a lifelong love and career with aviation.
Thousands, if not millions, enjoyed Kulp’s inimitable “Flying Farmer” performance at the controls of
his beloved yellow Piper J3 Cub—the same Cub he flew in more than 800 performances at the
Flying Circus Airdrome in Bealeton, alone.
A memorial service will be held in spring 2022.

Charlie Kulp, From the Archives:
1997 Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame Banquet & Ceremony
“The thing that stands out
in my memory, watching
him as a public figure, is
that he took time with
children. He wanted to stir
their imaginations and put
the magic of flight in their
heads as something they
could do.”
- daughter, Joanna Kulp

Photos courtesy of the VAHS
Eagles Newsletter 1998
taken at the HOF banquet held
Nov. 8, 1997.
Above: The climatic moment of
the evening, receiving the
Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame
award. CHUCK COLGAN hands
the award to CHARLIE KULP.
Upper right: CHARLIE
thanking the Society.
Right: All those in the KULP
family pose with the 1997
inductee. (Note the flying
farmer costumes of
CHARLIE's three children in
the back row).
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Charlie A. Kulp Sr
His Last Flight

By Paul Sullivan, Fredericksburg, VA
Charlie Kulp, a legend among aerial performers and master of
stick and rudder flying in his signature yellow Piper J3 Cub,
passed away quietly Oct. 17 in Bassett, Va. He was 96.
It seems an understatement to call Kulp a legend to
thousands, if not millions who over the decades saw his Flying
Farmer act at the controls of his Cub-the same Cub he flew in
more than 800 performances at the Flying Circus Aerodrome
& Airshow in Bealeton, alone.
The intricate aerial exhibition, which Kulp developed and improved over the years, also went on
the road and across borders, with shows in Canada and three trips to Great
Britain, where he performed for the royal family in a borrowed J3 Cub.
Although he didn’t originate the flying farmer act, Kulp refined it to point that thousands
associated what is essentially an aerobatic clown show, with Kulp’s name and airplane. The idea
involves a hayseed farm lad who stumbles into an airplane and proceeds to throw it into all sorts
of wild gyrations. narrowly escaping disaster over and over.
The act appears dangerous and in reality does require risky low level aerobatics, usually
culminating in a spin, starting at well below 1,000 feet (a long-time friend says he entered the
spin at 600 feet). Kulp needed a waiver from the FAA to do this kind of flying, a highly refined
craft on his part, that he managed to make appear chaotic happenstance. The entire
performance took place low and slow, which Kulp-modest as always-claimed made it safer.
But for all his amazing ability to do the seemingly impossible with his Cub, thousands of others
also knew him from a variety of related activities: manager of small airports, masterful aircraft
and engine mechanic and FAA certified inspector, as well as a highly esteemed flight instructor.
Indeed, to have been introduced to flying in the seat of a Kulp flown Cub was a point of honor
for hundreds.
Ken Hyde, lifelong friend and retired airline pilot, said Kulp delighted in telling about an earnest
young man who approached him after one of his shows and asked what he could do to his own
Piper Cub to allow him to fly it the way he had just seen Kulp demonstrate.
“Nothing,” replied Kulp.
“He had a sly wit,” chuckled Hyde.
Don Serio, retired airline pilot and curator of the Shannon Air Museum who-like Hyde-was
introduced to flying by Kulp, said he can still remember getting early flying lessons from Kulp
many times after school in Fredericksburg.
continued...
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Charlie A. Kulp Sr-His Last Flight, continued...

Although Kulp worked at a number of Northern Virginia and some Washington area general
aviation airports, the bulk of his mid-career efforts were at the “old” Manassas Airport and at
Shannon Airport in Fredericksburg, where he was the airport manager on two different
occasions.
Although born in Stafford County, Kulp moved his family to Spotsylvania County during the
time when his three children were growing up, his daughter Joanna recalls.
Among his array of awards and honors, he was inducted into the Virginia Aeronautical
Historical Society’s Hall of Fame in 1997, and performed at both the EAA Oshkosh AirVenture
and Sun ‘n Fun air extravaganzas, among many others. At Oshkosh alone, normal (prepandemic) attendance was about 800,000.
Closer to home, he was a founding member of the Flying Circus Airshow, which marked its 50th
anniversary this year.
For all that, said Joanna Kulp-sole surviving member of the immediate family, her dad was a
kind-hearted man who loved children, and seemed to favor them when approached following
his performances.
“The thing that stands out in my memory watching him as an airshow entertainer,” she said, is
that he always took time with children. He wanted to stir their imaginations and put the magic
of flight in their heads as something they could do.”
“Daddy didn’t easily say, ‘I love you’ Joanna remembers, “but I never for one moment had to
wonder if my dad loved me.”
Indeed, and she recalled that her dad remembered the name of almost everyone he had met, if
he met them a second time.
News of Kulp’s passing in mid-October spread quickly in the aviation community, with virtually
universal sorrow and regret for the warm-hearted man who seemed to know so many.
Kulp lived in Manassas in recent years with his long-time partner Evelyn Marshall, 97, who was
also long associated with general aviation and a fellow member of the Virginia Aeronautical
Historical Society Hall of Fame. Marshall is the widow of the late Frank Marshall.
According to Joanna Kulp, her dad was initially hospitalized in Manassas after a major stroke
last fall. From there, he was transported by ambulance to a rehabilitation center in Bassett, Va.,
for supervised care. He died peacefully on Sunday the 17th.
A memorial service will be held in the spring of 2022, with date, time and place to be set. In lieu
of flowers, the family asks that donations be sent to the Virginia Aeronautical Historical
Society (VAHS), Mail Address: Shannon Airport KEZF Campus, PO Box 7795, Fredericksburg,
VA 22404.
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NIA AERONAUTICAL
I'ORICAL SOCIETY

□ YES! I want to advance the Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society's mission.

In order to help the VAHS inspire and capture the imaginati on with the story of air and space in Virginia,
I am enclosing my gift to the annual fund in the amount of:

Os____ 0 $2,500 0 $1,000 0 $500 0 $250
D My company will match my gift. Form enclosed.

0 $100

Name (as you wish to be recognized):____________________________

D I prefer to remain anonymous.
Addre ss ______________________________________
City, State .Zip:---------------------------------Phone:_______________ E-mail: ____________________

Payment Options

D Enclosed is my check made payable to the VAHS.

D Please charge to my credit card: D Visa D MasterCard D American Express D Discover
Account No.:__________________________

Expiration Date: ____

Name (as it appears on card):_______________________________
Signature (required): --------------------------------
The annual fund donation provides an opportunity to give special recognition in the"Virginia Eagles· newsletter for
those gifts of S 100 or more. Corporate matching gifts count toward your total annual contribution.

Please return this entire form along with yaur tax-deductible contribution in the envelope provided.

Please accept our sincere appreciation for your generosity.
lmportont Tox ln/ormotion

The Virginia Aeronouticol Historical Society i s o S01(c}(3) orgonizorfon. AccordinglY, contributions ore fully tax deductible to the extent ollowobfe by low.
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From the Archives:
1983 Virginia Aviation Hall of
Fame Banquet & Ceremony
Nearly 200 VAHS members and guests traveled to
Fredericksburg November 19, 1983, for a banquet and
induction ceremonies honoring the selectees to the 1983
Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame.
Three Virginians, including a black aviation pioneer and
a Woman's Airforce Pilot veteran, were inducted into the
Hall of Fame. They are Velta Haney Benn of Alexandria,
Chauncey E. Spencer of Lynchburg and the late Spencer
V. Rice III of Richmond.

Chauncey E. Spencer and his wife listen as VAHS
board member Ken Rowe reads Hall of Fame
citation. Photo by Robert E. Flournoy. 1983.

Speaker for the evening was Dr. Charles W. Sydnor, Jr., former executive assistant to Gov. Charles S.
Robb and a noted historian in his own right.

The family of Chauncey E. Spencer were in attendance at this year's
banquet. We were happy to have them there to show their support!
About Chauncey E. Spencer, Inducted 1983:

Chauncey E. Spencer learned to fly in 1938 and three years later made a pioneering flight from Chicago
to Washington, D.C., that changed the lives of millions of minorities in this nation. The flight led to the
formation of the Tuskegee Airmen and the peaceful integration of the U.S. Air Force in 1947. His role as
a pioneer black aviator has been recognized by the Air Force and by the National Air and Space
Museum. He passed away August 21, 2002.

Gone West: Col. Floyd B. Callihan
Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame Inductee 2019
It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of Virginia
Aviation Hall of Fame alumni Col. Floyd B. Callihan. He passed
away on Thursday, September 30th, on his 94th birthday.
With over 65 years in aviation, Floyd was one of the foundational
leaders of the Virginia Civil Air Patrol, personally leading
the planning, construction and full-time operation of the
Virginia Wing Headquarters building and hangar complex at
KFCI. He has contributed many artifacts to VAHS and VAM (now
Shannon Air Museum).
The VAHS would like to extend their condolences to his friends
and family.
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Thank You Shannon Air Museum

The Shannon Air Museum hosted the Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame Banquet this
year to induct and honor three exemplary individuals who have impacted aviation in
Virginia and beyond. It was also very special to have Hall of Fame alumni and their
families there. Congratulations to this year's inductees!
Visit the Shannon Air Museum to see the Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame and learn
about these outstanding individuals. Website: shannonairmuseum.com

2022 HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS DUE APRIL 04, 2022
Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame
An Official Nomination Form in on page 17 or call headquarters for more info.

A huge thank you to all
who donated to our annual
fundraiser!
While we are continuing to explore the best options
to create our Headquarters’ library and archives on
the Shannon
Airport
Campus,
and
support
Shannon Air Museum, home of the Virginia Aviation
Hall of Fame, the VAHS remains steadfast and active.
Our programs include the Virginia Aviation History
Project,
Virginia Eagles
Newsletter,
Virginia
Aviation Related State Historical Highway Markers,
Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame and our Scholarship
Programs. We inducted three new members into the
Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame in November and are
actively working with the Shannon Air Museum.
We greatly appreciate all donations we have received in
our annual fundraiser. Your generous donations help the
VAHS continue with its mission to inspire and
capture the imagination by connecting people with the
story of air and space in Virginia and to be the
premiere
association respected
for
inspirational
programs in preservation, education and appreciation
of Virginia air and space history for current and future
generations.
You may use the form on the page 13 to send your taxdeductible donation.
Mail to: VAHS
P.O. Box 7795, Fredericksburg, VA 22404
Or pay on our website: VirginiaAviationHistory.org
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In Memory of:

Charles J. "Bubba"
Williams, Jr.
October 29, 1931 September 9, 2021

We say goodbye to our good
friend, Charles Williams, Jr.,
who has supported our
society since the beginning.
He served on the Board, was
elected as an officer, and
later was a sustaining
member and always
perpetual donor. He passed
away on September 9th,
2021.

From the Archives:
2007 Virginia Aviation Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony

On November 10, 2007 the Virginia Aeronautical Historical
Society inducted three new members to the Virginia
Aviation Hall of Fame. This year the Society reached the
100th member!
The inductees are Leonard L. Bottoms, Jr., Capt. Arnim L.
Harris, Jr., EAL, and Homer Humphreys. More than 170
guests were in attendance for the event. It was truly a
memorable night for all in attendance.
Thank you goes out to Tom Woodburn for his tireless work
in the planning of the event and to the Hall of Fame
Selection Committee for their diligence in selecting three
such worthy inductees.

Hall of Fame Members in attendance 2007:
Back Row (L to R) Rucker Tibbs, Neil November, Ben
Newell, Charlie Kulp, Paul Galanti, Maxine Walker, Joe
Mathias, Walt Ohlrich, and Karl Stoltzfus
Front Row (L to R) Ray Tyson, Evelyn Marshall, Lin
Bottoms, Arnim Harris, Homer Humphreys, Jr., Ken
Rowe, Gen. William Haymes, and Bill Davenport

Captain Arnim L. Harris' family was in
attendance at this year's banquet. It
was wonderful to meet them and to have
them be a part of this special event.

About Captain Arnim L. Harris, Jr.,
Inducted 2007:

VAHS Chairman Al Orgain presenting Capt. Arnim Harris
with his trophy with VAHS President Van Crosby

Inducted in 2007, Captain Arnim L. Harris, Jr. began flying while in the U.S. Navy serving as an aircraft
mechanic. Al soloed in December 1944. After the Navy he flew for Cavalier Aviation as a crop duster
and then for Aero Industries under Dave Payne as a flight instructor and charter pilot. In 1952 he was
the pilot for the Commanding General of the Corps of Engineers when they moved their base to
Richmond. In 1953 he joined Eastern Airlines and flew for EAL until his retirement in 1985.
While employed by Eastern he was the Chief Accident Investigator for the Air Line Pilots Association
and their Air Safety Committee Chairman. He earned his degree in accident investigation from the
University of Southern California. He investigated many accidents and represented the pilots
throughout the investigative process. Al also served as an FAA designated ATP examiner and check
airman for Eastern. In the 1980s he was appointed the Chairman of the Cockpit Design Committee for
the Boeing 757, of which Eastern was the launch customer.
In 1979 he was awarded the ALPA “Pilot of the Year”, which is the annual air safety award for
“significant contributions to flight safety through many years of dedicated effort in accident
investigation, aircraft certification and local safety representation.”
When he retired in 1985 he had over 35,000 flying hours. He was a founding member of the Richmond
Chapter of the QB and a docent at the Virginia Aviation Museum.
Captain Arnim Lionel Harris, Jr., Eastern Airlines, Retired, 87, passed away on May 27, 2012.
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HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS DUE APRIL 04, 2022
Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society • Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame
Official Nomination Form

I/We nominate ___________________________________ for election to the Virginia Aviation
Hall of Fame.
Nominee’s Address ___________________________________________________________________________
Nominee’s Phone ________________________

E-mail Address _________________________________

Nominee’s Date of Birth ______________________________________________________________________
Place of Birth _________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Death (if Deceased) __________________________________________________________________
If Deceased, Name of Nearest Living Relative: ______________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ______________________ E-mail Address _______________________________________________
Location and range of dates where nominee’s qualifying work was accomplished:
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Location(s) and the number of years the nominee resided in Virginia:
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Submitted by __________________________________________________________________
(Individual or Organization Proposing Candidate’s Name)

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________

E-mail address: __________________________________________

Nominations must be postmarked no later than April 04, 2022 tin order to be considered in
the current year selection process. Submit application and supporting documentation to:
Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society
Attention: Hall of Fame Chairman, 2022
Shannon Airport - KEZF Campus
P.O. Box 7795
Fredericksburg, VA 22404
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The Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame was created to commemorate and preserve outstanding aviation
contributions made in Virginia or by Virginians. Many individual efforts have resulted in the pioneering,
growth, or development of aviation and aerospace and must be recorded for future generations. Each year,
the Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society Board of Directors selects one or more individuals for recognition
and induction into the Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame.
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION
To be considered, the nominee will have demonstrated through their innovative ideas and dedicated service
their commitment to the advancement of aviation and aerospace in the Commonwealth of Virginia and the
United States. The nominee’s service and achievements must have been accomplished in the Commonwealth
of Virginia or the nominee must be native Virginian or a Virginian by choice. The Selection Committee is
appointed by the Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society President. All nominations shall be submitted to
the Committee for review of completeness and eligibility. The Committee shall then recommend qualified
nominees to the Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society Board of Directors for final selection.
NOMINATIONS
Nominations may be made by any aviation organization, any member of the Virginia Aeronautical Historical
Society, or by any firm or individual familiar with the nominee’s achievements. However, each nomination
must be submitted on an official nomination form supplied by the Society.
No candidate shall be considered by the Selection Committee unless formally nominated in advance in
accordance with these rules.
The Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society Board of Directors shall consider those nominees
recommended by the Hall of Fame Selection Committee. The number selected each year shall be
determined by the Board of Directors.
All nominees not selected will continue to be considered in succeeding years without having to be renominated. However, any additional or new supporting data on behalf of these persons may be submitted at
any time and is encouraged.
NOMINATION PACKAGE FORMAT
•

All nominations will be submitted on the official VAHS Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame Nomination Form
and will be accompanied by documentation supporting the nomination. These documents make up the
nomination package.

•

Two copies of each nomination package will be submitted to the VAHS.

•

Each package must include:
* An overview of the candidate’s achievements and how they have benefited aviation and aerospace in
the Commonwealth or the United States.
* This overview must include specific examples of the nominee’s:
* Achievements toward the enhancement of aviation and aerospace;
* Contributions to the development of others in aviation, i.e., pilots, mechanics, etc.;
* Service to Virginia in aviation activities either directly or indirectly; and
* How individuals, organizations or groups have benefited from the nominee’s work.
* A resume-type listing of the nominee’s achievements. List dates and places of work accomplished,
professional affiliations and awards, degrees held, rank achieved, etc.
* A brief personal biographical sketch of the nominee.

•

The following additional information should be included and is recommended:
* Letters of Recommendation attesting to the nominee’s qualifications.
* Copies of any photos, newspaper or professional journal articles, and other documentation to support
the nomination and any other information pertinent to the nominee’s qualifications.
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Vectors
Tom Woodburn, Interim Chairman of the Board
For a number of years I have been involved in an enjoyable and challenging
airplane building project with two close friends, Bill Hadden, formerly of the
Wright Experience and now with the Preservation and Restoration Unit at the
NASM Udvar-Hazy center and Mike Dale, retired president of Jaguar USA.
Recently, my hangar mate and neighbor, Dan Damron, has brought his skills to
bear on the wiring and radio installation. (They let me sweep the floor).
The airplane we are building is a modernized replica of the 1917-1918 French
Nieuport 28. Our replica is dimensionally identical to the original but with an
aluminum structure replacing the wood and a modern static radial engine
replacing the original Gnome 9N rotary radial, cost and operation being the
driving force behind the engine change. The Nieuport 28 is an elegant, Art
Nouveau styled airplane that possessed excellent speed, climb and handling qualities, acquitting itself
well in the hands of the First Pursuit Group pilots of the United States Air Service, AEF from early 1918
until replaced by the SPAD 13 in late summer. The names of Douglas Campbell, James Meissner,
Quentin Roosevelt and Edward Rickenbacker are, I’m sure, familiar and all scored their early victories
over the German air force in the Nieuport 28.
Our project’s goal was to not only build a WWI airplane but to tell the story of the early USAS and so we
began a search for a specific airplane and pilot to recreate. Bill lobbied for a 94th Aero squadron airplane
as he maintained F-15s as a member the modern 94th at Langley field, VA. A secondary goal was a
unique airplane, not a Rickenbacker, Meissner, Campbell or Roosevelt machine as there are several of
those airplanes flying or displayed in museums. The primary goal was to find a Virginia native who flew
the Nieuport and honor that individual by replicating his airplane but, unfortunately, after a significant
amount research, we were unable to identify a Virginia pilot. In the end we settled on an airplane and
pilot, both significant in in several ways. We chose ship N6334 flown by Lt. William Brotherton of
Chicago. Brotherton was a Nieuport 28 ace and was the last pilot credited with a kill in the Nieuport 28.
Unfortunately, Brotherton did not survive the war as he was KIA while attacking a German observation
balloon in his SPAD during the Argonne offensive on October 10, 1918, one month before the armistice
halting WWI.
During my research I did uncover one Virginia connection to the air campaigns of the 1914- 1918 world
war. Robert G. Eoff of Christiansburg, Virginia joined the French Arme’e de L’air as a Corporal and
trained with the French before being posted to an operational unit at the front. Eoff was designated a
member of the Lafayette Flying Corp, one of a group of 269 Americans who volunteered to fly for the
French in WWI. Eoff later transferred to the USAS and flew SPADs when the U.S., somewhat late to the
game as the Brits will tell you, entered WWI. The Lafayette Flying Corps should not be confused with
the pilots of the Escadrille Lafayette, the all American squadron N.124 of the French Arme’e de L’air.
N.124 had a full pilot compliment by 1916 but the French accepted and wished to honor the Americans
who had volunteered to fly and so designated that group the Lafayette Flying Corps. Most of the N.124
and LFC pilots transferred to the USAS when it became operational providing a skilled and experienced
core of pilots to train and lead the fledgling USAS.
What started as an airplane building project has led to a more thorough understanding of WWI and the
development of air power in Europe and the U.S. It’s fascinating where history will take you.
Best regards,
Tom Woodburn
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Thank you to everyone who made the 42nd Virginia
Aviation Hall of Fame Banquet such a huge success!
Thank you to Luke & Kim
Curtas (Our Hosts), all our
sponsors, donors,
contributors and table
patrons.
A special thanks to the Civil Air
Patrol (left, with Randy
Burdette), Adrienne Caroline
Davis (Recording Artist; The
Life That You Deserve), Kristen
Curtas (Video Presentation)
and all of our volunteer staff.

